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Case 1
- JR 11 year old boy

- Long term foster care placement

- In care since 3 years old

- 3 older sis in long term care 

- Multiple placement breakdowns (at least 8)

- Multiple schools (but thought to be bright boy)

- Currently (temporary placement)

- Aggressive, abuses case managers and carers



CASE 2

uMJ, 2 y girl

uIn care since 9 m, EtOHabuse, neglect

uSpeech delay but otherwise good

uFoster care happy with her but doesnõt want to form strong 

attachment with her in case they have to separate

uAlso in Darwin due to husband work but may be relocating in 2 -

3 days

uThinking about letting this little girl go so she can have more 

long term stability



Case 3
u TS 11 years and GS 9 years

u Different fathers but hx of domestic violence, substance misuse in preg

u Mother now rehab ðlots of support

u Chronic illness

u Un kept house

u Itchy skin on girls

u School missed

u Good interation with children ðcuddles

u DCF want to take the girls out of care and brought the children for assessment



WHAT IS 

NEGLECT ?



- Child neglect is a form of child abuse

- Deficit in meeting a child's basic 

needs

- Failure to provide basic physical, 

health care, supervision, nutrition, 

emotional, education and/or safe 

housing needs
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Substantiated harm types in Australia in 2013 -14 (child 

abuse and neglect statistics)



USA DATA ðMaltreatment 





THE SCIENCE OF NEGLECT



Itõs all about 

the brain



Brain Development - Sculpting

uCritical development ; conception - school age (0 -5 years)

uFetal brain cells (neurons) ; develop at a rate of tens of millions 
per week, AT BIRTH a baby has all the neurons it will ever have

uHOWEVER, the neurons are not connected together the way they 
are in an adult brain, but rather as a kind of random mass.

u Prior to school age there is a rapid process of òsculptingó of 
neuron -to neuron connections, during which some connections 
are reinforced and others die away .



What influences Brain 

Sculpting?



SERVE AND RETURN 

THEORY





When an infant or young child babbles, 

gestures, or cries, and an adult responds 

appropriately with eye contact, words, or a 

hug, neural connections are built and 

strengthened in the childõs brain that 

support the development of communication 

and social skills. ( Center for the developing child -Harvard University)


